
Academic Performance

77% A*-B
Maths A Level

86% A*/A
Further Maths A Level

73% 9-7 Maths IGCSE

99% A**-C  Further Maths GCSE

Head of Mathematics:  Mr Oliver Heydon 
E: oheydon@ksw.org.uk

Second in Mathematics:  Mrs Donna Salkeld 
E: dsalkeld@ksw.org.uk

Why King’s
Facilities           
• Suite of 10 teaching rooms                        
• Mathematics Library including ICT facilities and 

Sixth Form resources 

Highlights         
• 100% pass at A Level and 100% at IGCSE                            
• Mathematics is studied by nearly half of all Sixth 

Form students at King’s.                                         
• Students regularly achieve success in national    

Mathematical Competitions

Throughout the School it is our 
aim to make mathematics as 
enjoyable and as interesting as 
possible whilst still requiring 
our pupils to be able to do it 
in the most appropriate way. 

Staff are sympathetic to those who find things difficult and 
will go out of their way, if necessary, to help but they will 
endeavour to stretch those for whom that is appropriate.

In years 7 & 8 there is broad setting according to ability across 
half the year group. Initially this is based on performance in 
the entrance test. All sets follow the same scheme of work, 
with regular common tests. To encourage good mental 
arithmetic skills, calculators are not used until May of year 7.

From year 9 onwards pupils are set across the whole year group. 
Work continues to be reinforced by twice-weekly homework and 
by regular testing. In year 11, pupils are entered for Edexcel IGCSE 
Mathematics at Higher tier. Those in the top 2 sets also take AQA’s 
Further Mathematics qualification which counts as an extra GCSE. 

Mathematics

Mathematics is taught in 
a friendly yet logical and 
disciplined way with the 
accent on understanding work 
as it is learnt. Pupils are not 
just taught for forthcoming 
public examinations but also to prepare them for the next 
stage such as A-level. Consequently, there is a recognition 
that algebra, for example, is not seen just as a topic but 
something that is developed over the years to become a 
useful tool. In years in which there are no formal public 
examinations there are formal internal examinations as well 
as regular topic tests.

Many of our pupils enter the UKMT Maths challenges at 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior levels. These are fun, 
mathematical competitions which generate a great deal of 
interest and the chance to achieve bronze, silver and gold 
certificates. The more successful pupils are invited to take 
part in various follow on challenges.

2019 results used as these are exam grades and not centre assessed.

 Throughout the School it is our 
aim to make mathematics as enjoyable 
and as interesting as possible. 



For further information please visit the Mathematics pages on our website
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In the Sixth Form our students study Edexcel A Level 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics. Following A level 
reforms in 2017, Edexcel was chosen for the extra support, 
resources and exam structure that is provided.

All students study a compulsory content of Pure Mathematics, 
Mechanics and Statistics.

In our Sixth Form we offer the following courses in 
Mathematics:

AS Level Mathematics      
This comprises of Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and 
Statistics and can be examined at the end of year 12.

A Level Mathematics 
This comprises of more Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and 
Statistics.

AS Level Further Mathematics 
This can only be taken by those who have opted for Further 
Mathematics in the sixth form and can be examined at the 
end of year 12.

A Level Further Mathematics 
This course is designed for the most able mathematicians 
who intend to study Mathematics, Engineering or Physics 
at university and contains more Pure maths and further 
Statistics and Mechanics.

Sixth Form mathematicians get the opportunity to attend 
the Maths Inspiration lectures in Birmingham. Recent 
lectures have included ‘The Music of Primes’, ‘Risk, Chance, 
Gambling and Probability’, ‘From Euler to Sudoku’ and ‘The 
Mathematics of Solving Crimes’.

There is a weekly Maths in Motion club for years 7, 8, 9 and 10, 
where pupils use their Maths skills to set up racing cars and 
find out who is fastest. We have been successful, reaching 
the World Finals in 2016, 2017 and 2018.

The department runs a Maths Clinic four times a week. This 
provides an opportunity for pupils from year 7 to year 13 to 
get some extra help with anything they have found difficult, 
either in class or at home or to help with examination revision.

We enter pupils for the national team Maths challenges, 
where we have previously reached the national finals. We 
also organise various inter-form and inter-House challenges 
run along similar lines to the national competitions.


