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From Mrs Phillips
A parent contacted me this week with some 

questions around how we promote good 

mental health at Hawford and I thought it 

might be nice to share my reply with a wider 

audience.

We are very proud to have recognised 

International Mental Health Awareness week, 

but this is just a small element of the provision 

around this area. Our PSHCE curriculum 

is written to include a variety of topics to 

encourage the children to make sensible 

choices and to develop a positive sense of self. 

Mr Marsland led an assembly on Monday 

which shared some general advice on looking 

after our minds and bodies, in a very child 

friendly and appropriate way. On Wednesday, 

Mr Doodes  delivered an assembly to Year 5 

in the Barn (and everyone else via Zoom) 

which left us all feeling uplifted. If you have 

a child in Year 5 you might like to ask them 

how to sign ‘Mr Doodes’. Just brilliant, and 

the source of some surname envy on my part! 

As well as our excellent team of staff, under 

the guidance of Pastoral Lead, Mrs Marshall-

Walker, Clinical Psychologist, Dr Kate Mason, 

and Reverend Rich also play a part in ensuring 

that the children at Hawford are equipped 

with the knowledge and skills that they need 

to succeed in this ever changing landscape.

Personally, I have a background in child 

psychology, and attempt to keep my 

assemblies and teaching relevant and full of 

practical tips and ideas for tackling all manner 

of mental and physical challenges. I am 

pleased to be taking on some PSHCE teaching 

from September, as this is an area that I am 

passionate about delivering well. I very much 

hope that my ‘open door’ policy encourages 

children to share any concerns, and that they 

know that they will always find some comfort 

and a listening ear on the other side of it.

Finally, and on another note, I am beyond 

excited to have received my first social 

invitation for some time, and am very much 

looking forward to joining Reception for their 

Tiger Party tomorrow. The dress code is stripy, 

naturally!

Year 3’s Trip to Ombersley
As part of their humanities studies, our Year 3 

classes set off on an adventure to the wilds of 

Ombersley on Monday morning.  Their study 

of village life included a picture trail, some 

map work and the painstaking measurement 

of St Andrew’s church.  The children loved 

their time in this chocolate box village and are 

now going to be creating a walking tour for 

visitors, back in the classroom.

KH Radio
Do listen to our first KH Radio programme 

of the summer term, made by a new group 

of Year 5’s. It features the first of our ‘Student 

Stories’ – this one from Arthur in Year 6 

talking about his hobby of metal detecting 

and finding a 15th century coin worth £300! 

It’s only 2 months to go until the start of the 

Tokyo Olympics so we are interviewing our 

teachers about their sporting experiences 

and first up is Mr Stigant whose sporting 

injuries include falling through a greenhouse! 

This week’s KH Radio quiz ‘Where are we?’ was 

created by Harry and Nico. Despite the exotic 

location we promise they didn’t break any 

Covid rules! You can find the broadcast on the 

King’s Hawford SoundCloud channel https://

soundcloud.com/kings-hawford/tracks 

Late Arrivals and Early Pick Ups
A reminder to please sign your child in or out 

of school in the office if you are picking them 

up early or dropping them off late or after an 

appointment. 

Festival Successes
Congratulations to Michelle Zhu on being 

awarded the Vale Trophy at the WCAF for 

her performance of Chopin’s ‘Waltz in A 

minor’ in the Open Class for Piano Solo - 

quite an achievement for one so young. Her 

performance also featured as the finale to the 

WCAF Winners’ Concert video.  

Congratulations also to Henry Kamalarajan 

on his recent success in the North London 

Festival of Music, Speech and Drama where 

he was awarded a merit for his two harp 

performances. Keep up the great work Henry!

Taster Music lessons
If you are considering your child beginning 

to learn a musical instrument or to have 

singing lessons in September, please consider 

requesting a free taster lesson this term with 

one of our ten visiting peripatetic music 

teachers.  There is something for everyone - 

we offer lessons in Piano, Violin, Viola, Cello, 

Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Saxophone, Recorder, 

Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone Tenor Horn, 

Euphonium, Acoustic Guitar, Electric Guitar, 

and Drum kit.  Please contact shughes@ksw.

org.uk for further information.

Year 3 Gardening Skills Group
There was a real treat for lunch on Tuesday, 

home grown salad leaves from our popular 

Year 3 Gardening Skills Club!

ABRSM Music Exams
The visiting examiner is booked for Thursday 

20th May. Exam times will be notified to 

parents 5-7 days prior to the exams. Please 

send in scans/photocopies of any piano 

accompaniments to Mrs Hughes as soon as 

possible and rehearsals will be held in the 

fortnight prior to the exams.

Music Scholarships
Open to children currently in Years 2-5, 

assessments will be held on 16th June 

to award Hawford Music Scholarships 

recognising progress and potential.  The 

scholarships award free tuition on one 

instrument or voice (in or out of school, 

totalling 30 lessons per year), up to the end 

of Year 6, provided progress and contribution 

to musical activities is maintained. Further 

information can be found via the App, 

‘Communications to Parents’.

Oddballs Hat 
Following on from the success of the Hawford 

staff bobble hats we have decided to design 

another one and make it available to parents 

and children to purchase. An image of the 

hat is on the second page, and they are £12 

each. Hats are limited to 1 per child as we 

have a limited amount - once they are gone, 

they are gone! They will be sold on a first 

come, first served basis with all proceeds from 

the sales being donated back to Oddballs. 

Unfortunately, we are not able to accept cash/

cheques or orders via the office. The hats can 

only be purchased via the school gateway 

(the same way that school trips are paid for). 

Once we have received your payment the 

hats will be distributed to the children. Please 

ensure that you name your child’s hat! 

Year 6 ‘Ye-Ha!’ Rehearsal - Saturday 

15th May
We are looking forward to our Saturday 

rehearsal this weekend, from 2.00pm to 

5.00pm with Year 6 in the Barn, in preparation 

for the summer musical production. Children 

can wear home clothes and may like to bring 

a snack and a bottle of water. Please can 

they also bring a book to read or an iPad to 

entertain themselves if they are not required 

at a particular moment. Please also remember 

paper-copies of scripts, although we are keen 

for them to begin to perform from memory 

from now.  Children will be registered on 

arrival and dismissal. Mrs Hughes and Mrs 

Fullelove thank you for your support!
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Year 4 Trip to Bishops Wood - 

Monday 17th May
Next week sees Year 4 go on a visit to 

Bishops Wood as part of their study of the 

Anglo-Saxon and Invaders topic this term. 

During the day they will be finding out 

what it would have been like to live during 

this period of history. Through a variety of 

activities, the children will discover first-

hand what it was like. After arriving at the 

Saxon Hall, they will learn skills such as 

brooch making, spinning wool, hurdle and 

clay pot making. Inside the Hall they will 

get a sense of what life was like at this time 

and discover the importance of fire. The 

children will make overnight shelters using 

natural materials. A very active and fun filled 

day helps bring the Saxon and Viking times 

to life. Please make sure the children wear 

their school tracksuit, t- shirt with a skin 

underneath, training top, trainers and

 bring a pair of wellies or walking boots (in a 

separate bag) and a drinks bottle.

Lost Property
Several items of good quality home clothing 

were left at school during the Easter Activity 

Camp and Early Years Holiday Club. They 

include a warm insulated coat, gilet and 

several hoodies and sweatshirts.

Please contact Matron if you are missing 

anything. They will be kept until half term.

Jam Jars!
Miss Owens has asked for donations of clean 

and de-labelled jam jars for her Gardening 

Skills Group. If you have any, please can they 

be given to your child’s form teacher. Thanks 

in advance!

Early Years Holiday Club & Activity 

Camp
A reminder that holiday care is running from 

Tuesday 1st June to Friday 4th June here 

at Hawford. Booking forms have been sent 

home via Schoolcomms and can also be 

found on the school website.

Birthdays 
The following children will be celebrating 

their birthday before the next newsletter. 

Children who are celebrating birthdays 

may wear home clothes on that day or the 

day nearest to their birthday if it is at the 

weekend. Mary Walker, Freddie Martin, 

Barney Danks, Millie Povey, Emily Stroyd and 

Matilda Hoare celebrate their birthdays this 

week.


