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It gives me great pleasure to introduce
this 50" edition of Connect magazine.

As | come to the end of my first year as
Headmaster here at The King’s School
Worcester there is much to celebrate and
be proud of, as we look back on what can
surely take its place as one of the more
unusual academic years in the School’s
480 year history.

Firstly, | am very grateful to the entire
community for the warmth of welcome
for my family as we moved into 9 College
Green. Humph and Persie have loved the
move and Jess has resettled back into
Worcestershire with great ease. | feel very
privileged to be King’s 36" Headmaster.

| cannot put into words the absolute joy
that I, staff and pupils felt when we could
return to face to face teaching in March.
This was followed by a return to clubs and
fixtures; the playing fields alive with noise
once more, the welcomed sight of our
rowers on the river, Friday afternoon CCF
drills taking place again, and beautiful
music coming from our many choirs,
orchestras and groups. Lights up on the
stage of the John Moore Theatre in June
was a welcomed sight for us all and we
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were thrilled to enjoy the Lower Removes’
superb production of ‘Burning Bird’, the
first live performance in over 14 months.

I am delighted to share that we welcomed
many prospective families to the three
Foundation Schools as we held Open
Days and events again. It was so lovely to
be able to meet with children and parents
and to showcase everything that life at
King’s has to offer.

The start of the Summer term saw us say
goodbye to Jim Turner, Head of King’s
Hawford, and hello to Jennie Phillips who
takes her place as the first female Head
in the School’s history. Jim leaves behind
a school in excellent health and he will be
missed tremendously by us all. We are
delighted to have Jennie in post and she
has already settled into life at Hawford
where we have no doubt that in her hands
it will continue to go from strength to
strength.

| cannot write this letter without touching
on my enormous gratitude to the OV
community for the incredible support
given to King's throughout these
challenging times.

So many OVs have lent their time to
support and offer motivation to current
pupils. Included in the many successful
virtual sessions have been assemblies
from OVs on everything from careers
in broadcasting to life in the Royal
Engineers. A particular highlight for
me was a wonderful evening with OV
Nicholas Cleobury who shared some of
his favourite pieces of music along with
a fascinating overview of his amazingly
varied and successful musical career. My
sincerest thanks to Nicholas for his time
and for what was a truly memorable event,
enjoyed by pupils, parents and OVs.

Open the Door to King’s, our bursary
campaign, remains central to our vision
and ambitions as we move forward. | am
grateful to the many OVs and members
of the King’s family who have continued
to support us over the last year and also
to our new donors. A full bursary at King’s
is a truly life-changing and transformative
experience for a young person for whom
education at King’s would not otherwise
be a possibility. We see OVs in all paths
of life who have benefitted from a funded
place here at King’s and who feel that
where they are today is a direct result of
that experience. Each and every donation
is gratefully received and special thanks
must go to OVs who have made particular
impact this year with their generous
donations. The Weston Bursary, The
Foley Family Bursary, and major bursarial
contributions from Mark Haworth and the
Kildare Trust have all made a lasting mark
that will help to safeguard the future of
bursary provision as we continue towards
our ambitious target.

| hope very much that | will have
opportunity to meet OVs and members
of the King’s community over the
coming months. The Annual Reunion
Weekend and Dinner on 18" September is
something lam hugely looking forward to.
We have OV Professions groups planned
for 14 October and London drinks on 10"
December. In addition, September and
October see us welcome back our 5 and
10 year leavers.

There is much to look forward to and | do
hope you will visit us soon. Please know
that OVs are always welcome back at
King’s and | would be delighted to meet
you.

Gareth Doodes



Memories

Intriguingly following a feature in Connect
49, we received two letters about the
discovery of a skeleton!

Iam writing having just read the item about
the Undercroft in the Connect magazine,
issue 49. In this item reference is made
to the use of the Undercroft as a Sixth
Form Centre which will have commenced
in around 1971/2. | was a member of
the Works Group, which | joined after
completing my compulsory year in the
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CCF in the fifth year. One of the jobs | was
involved in was the creation of the Sixth
Form Centre and on one day | and another
pupil, | think it was Barry Hardyman, came
across a skeleton under the floor. Needless
to say, we informed one of the Masters
and when, under his direction, we were
removing more soil | found a second skull.
We then stopped work!

The bones were, | believe, examined by
archaeologists from Aston University. |
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We love to publish memories. Please email
alumni@ksw.org.uk if you would like to
be featured in the next issue of Connect.

heard nothing more about the skeletons
from the school authorities but did obtain
information by more roundabout means
- my sister knew someone from the
university who told her that they were an
important find and probably late Roman
or early Anglo Saxon. The burial was on
an east west line suggesting a Christian
burial and a gold ornament was found too.

Steve Heath (W 65-72)

| was interested to read your article in
the winter 2020 Connect about the
refurbishment of the Undercroft. | think it
was in 1970 that a group of students did
small building projects around the school
under the supervision of a local builder.
This was an afternoon once a week as part
of the co-corricular programme. We were
to build a new Sixth form Centre in the
Undercroft by knocking down walls and
laying some concrete. The first task was to
demolish a very wide wall and we got so
involved that we did unsupervised extra
work at the weekends (I was a boarder
in Castle House). Eventually after a lot of
drilling and removing masses of debris
we had cleared a bare strip of earth which
was under the large wall. On digging |
unearthed a skull, of course when | told
the others they thought | was joking and
then | found another skull, some bones
and gold thread. Word spread quite
quickly and one of the Bishops arrived to
state that the coroner must be informed.
The upshot was the site was closed,
the bodies were investigated and the
archaeologists moved in. It transpired that
they were thought to be Roman. We did
finish the project and | believe there was
an article written in the school magazine.

Nigel Chinneck (Ca 64-70)

| was at King’s during the minor pandemic
of 1957-1958 known as Asian Flu. 38 of
48 boarders in St Alban’s took to their
beds. As the one who survived | had to
help the outstanding Housemaster Mr W.
Thomas get food from the kitchens which
were then below School House (I was the
oldest little boy, aged 12).

David Robertson (Ca 58-62)
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OV

Reunions &

—vents

OVs lend support to King’s latest Sports Challenge

The OV community came out in force to
support a King’s challenge; to travel the
official distance needed for a record trip
‘Around The World’. You will be aware of
the famous book ‘Around The World in 80
Days’. The ambitious target that King’s
set itself was to do it in just 8 days! The
plan was to run, cycle, walk, swim or row
the equivalent of the 18,000 miles for the
charity The Mental Health Foundation,

chosen by King’s Monitors and Heads of
Houses. A huge thank you to all the OVs
who took part, including:

Mark Meyrick (H/Cr 69-74), Martin
Smith (K 87-94), Josh Hand (ClI 91-01),
Hayley Simmonds (Cr 99-06), Anthony
Lock (W 05-11), Ben Alexander (Ch
06-13), Becky Brunt (Br 06-13), Tess
Titmuss (Ch 06-13), George Fairlie (W

06-13), Tegan Parsons (Ch 08-13), Sasha
McNeily (Ch 09-13), Pippa Leith (Cl 09-
13), Niels Emmerson (Os 06-13), George
Jeavons-Fellows (Ch 06-13), Georgie
Ormandy (Ch 06-13), Daisy Nichols (K
(08-16), Kate Dunn-Massey (Os 10-17),
James Smalley (Br 10-17), Matthew
Green (Br 16-18), Will Gorner (K 12-
19), Cerys Preston (Cr 12-19), Immie
Gillgrass (W 13-20).

OV Lunchtime Recitals

In the absence of OV visits to School,
we were thrilled to include a weekly OV
recital in the impressive virtual offerings
from the King’s Music Department.
These recitals took place on Fridays and
included a wide variety of musical styles
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and performances. OVs who took part and
performed in the latest reporting period
were: Peter Holder (Br 01-08), Ollie
Wild (Ch 10-17), Shannon Asplen (Ch 10-
17) Penny Ashmore (Cl 14-16) and Dani
Brennan (Br 12-19).

You can find all the lunchtime concerts
by following the link on this Music
Department web page.
www.ksw.org.uk/lunchtime-concerts-
go-virtual




OVs’ entries into King’s ‘Landscape a Day’ Art Competition

The ‘Landscape a day’ art competition
organised by the King’'s Art department
was hugely successful, with submissions
including a diverse range of landscapes
and mediums, and we were so pleased to
see entries from OVs.

David Brodie (Br 57-64) submitted some
stunning photographs to remind us that
one day overseas travel will be possible
again!

Photos included sunset over U Bein
Bridge, a structure of over 1000 wooden
poles crossing Amarapura’s Taungmyo
Lake, Myanmar, Burma and others taken
during one of David’s seven visits to
Nepal. He explained, “My trips have
been to engage in research to prevent
iodine deficiency disease, to establish 12
primary school libraries and to support
the communities still suffering from
the 2015 earthquake. All my visits have
involved trekking to remote mountainous
regions of Nepal, because this is where
the people are most disadvantaged and
need the most help. My next trip will focus
on building a health and education centre
in Tipling, an area on the Tibetan border.”

OV Olivia Parson’s (Cr 07-11) paintings
are absolutely beautiful and she rekindled
her love for painting during lockdown and
donates all proceeds from her sold work
to charity.

She shared with us the following thoughts
on why painting is so important for her,
“This time last year, | re-discovered my
love of painting (which | am hugely
grateful to King’s and Mr Haywood for
fostering), and it has been an amazing

outlet over the past year, particularly in
the first lockdown last March. It helped
hugely in giving me focus, motivation and
inspiration. As | have since been doing
paintings in exchange for donations to
charity, it has also been a wonderful way
to make new connections and hear about

the amazing work so many charities are
doing to help with the pandemic. | am
particularly inspired by the natural world
and daily objects, and love making new
interpretations of a traditional landscape
or still life.”

OVs getting back to Golf

With the lockdown restrictions eased,
it was great to see OVs Rob Preston (S
80-85), James Alexander (H 75-85),
Richard Westley (W 72-81) and Craig
Preston (Ch 75-80) making the most of
the appalling weather to get together and
play some golf at The Warwickshire. As
Richard elaborated, “We took this photo
in the Clubhouse having finally thawed
out after our round, and dealt with early
onset hypothermia!”

All four OVs were heavily involved with
sports at School, all representing the
School in both rugby and cricket.

It's lovely to see enduring school
friendships, particularly ones that can
weather the weather!
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An Evening with Nicholas Cleobury

We were in for a treat, with an alternative
Music Evening organised by King’s
Assistant Director of Music, Hon OV
Christopher Allsop. Christopher led

an enthralling  ‘Michael Parkinson’-
style Zoom interview with OV and
internationally  acclaimed  conductor,

Nicholas Cleobury (Ch 58-68). \We were
also delighted to be joined in the zoom
event by some 80 members of the King’s
family: OVs, current pupils, current and
former staff.

Christopher invited Nicholas to talk about
his formative years at King’s and we learnt
that Nicholas arrived on College Green
aged 7 when his brother, the late Sir
Stephen Cleobury (Ch 57-67) came
for a choral scholarship trial. Although
Nicholas was in fact too young to join the
choir, he was allowed in at the same time
as his brother.

During the evening, music was shared
with the guests, featuring musicians who
have influenced Nicholas’s life including
the opening of the first movement
of Tippett’s Second Symphony and part
of Messiaen’s Dieu Parmi Nous, (played by
his later boss, Simon Preston).

Christopher asked Nicholas at what age
did he realise that Music would be his life’s
career and Nicholas said that, although
he felt music was always there, it took a
while for him to have the confidence to
realise it was a career for him. He recalls
having tea in the House of Commons
with then MP for Worcester, Peter
Walker, talking about possibly going into
politics. Peter asked him, “What do you
think you're best at?” to which Nicholas
replied, “Music”. The response was
“Well, do that then!”. It became clearer
and clearer as time went on that music
would be a permanent and important
part of Nicholas’s life.  After King’s
Nicholas went on to Worcester College,
Oxford, where he was organ scholar and
Assistant at Christ Church, and out of this
came a number of significant moments,
such as being conductor of the Schola
Cantorum choir, and also an introduction
to composer Michael Tippett, who was
“such an influence and a great man”.

After Tippett, Nicholas then launched
himself into a career of conducting
and directing and “after four years at
Christ Church, | decided my future lay
in orchestral and operatic music. | learnt
my trade being a chorus-master, working
with many leading conductors, such
as Simon Rattle.” Nicholas spent some
years as chorus master at Glyndebourne
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and then worked freelance in Europe,
Scandinavia and beyond, including 15
years with Zurich Opera.

More recently Nicholas has been more
involved in teaching, recently spending
over three years in Brisbane, Australia.
Two highlights Nicholas recalled were
conducting the 50" anniversary of
Tippett’s ‘A Child of our Time’, in the
Adelphi Theatre in the Strand, involving
a lot of big-name soloists who all
performed for free, with the proceeds
from the event going to the Save The
Children  charity. Secondly, Nicholas

remembered conducting a performance
of Handel's Messiah in Soweto, translated
into several African languages, with choirs
from Springs and Soweto Townships.

Prior to the concert, he was invited to
get changed at the home of one of the
organisers, “in the same room where
Mandela and others plotted against
apartheid”, which brought a powerful and
poignant meaning to the performance
that afternoon.

Nicholas ended the evening with a quote
from one of his great inspirations, Michael
Tippett, “If, in the music | write, | can
create a world of sound wherein some of
my generation can find refreshment for
the inner life, then | am doing my work
properly.”

We offer a heartfelt thank you to Nicholas
for sharing with us such an entertaining,
inspiring and interesting dialogue.



In January, King’s students were in store
for a treat when over 20 King’s students
attended a virtual session, hearing
about careers in various branches of
architecture. OVs, Josh Wickens (Os 04~
11), Lydia Robinson (K 91-98) and Lizzie
Turner (née Baxter, S 03-10) all shared
their experiences in Architecture, as well
as King’s parent, Kwesi Marles and Mark
Martin, Director of a Worcester-based
multi-disciplinary  integrated  design
company.

Josh opened the evening by talking
about his architecture training (he is

OV, Sam Raybone (W 06-13) shared with
the LVI Key Skills class about his own
experiences of life after King’s. Head of
Careers, Helen Airdrie, was introducing
the idea that not all students leave King’s
and choose the conventional university
route of further study and the idea that
apprenticeships add another perspective.

After King’s, Sam took a gap year to try
and decide what he wanted to do and
then gained a place at UWE to study
‘Animation’. Fairly soon, he realised,
however, that university wasn’t for him
and he made the brave decision to leave
UWE. He moved to London to live with
his King’s girlfriend - now his fiancée!
- Emilie Lynch-Williams (K 06-13) and
he started taking on lots of different part-
time jobs: film-making, illustrations, 3D
drawings and using these as his creative
outlets and exploring his passions. Friends
of Sam’s asked him to build their websites
and he did this for free in order to build up
his own experience (and literally taught
himself from the internet).

currently doing his Part lll training) and he
explained that studying for architecture
takes a long time (anywhere between
7-10 years) but, he said, “l get to do what
| love everyday”.

Lydia is Creative Director of, and heads
up, a five person architect firm in
Cheltenham. She said that what she loves
about being an architect is that you “make
a difference to people’s lives, and that’s
very rewarding.” Her company has been
shortlisted for a number of awards over
the years, including winning the RIBA
Regional Award & Conservation Award

Sam started a role as freelance
designer for an interior design
company, where he stayed for
three years. He also enrolled
on a number of courses,
getting a qualification with
the Chartered Institute of
Marketing, as well as doing a
course in ceramics. Through
friends he also did work for
Blackheath High School, GDST
(Girls Day School Trust) doing
design work for a newly-
developed facility at the
school. They kept in touch
and recommended him for
the graphic design role at the
GDST Trust Office, where he
now supports their 25 schools. 4

At King’s Sam was particularly strong
at Art and Design & Technology and he
is especially grateful to Hon OVs Jenny
Hewitt and Gemma Hardy in the Art
department and says, “they are incredible
teachers; | owe a lot to them during my
time at King’s.”

for a renovation project in 2017.

Lizzie talked about her experience
of Interior Architecture and what her
route into this profession has been. She
explained that interior architects tend to
focus on either the FF&E (everything that
is movable in a room: fixtures, fittings and
equipment) or in ID (what remains intact)
and she talked about her experience
of working for Martin Brudnizki Design
Studio in a PR and Communications
role, which gave her exposure to some
incredible projects.

Sam’s final advice to the Lower Sixth
students was, “Follow your gut instinct
and follow your passions, go to events,
exhibitions, sign up to courses and take
whatever opportunities that come along.”
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Many of you will remember Dr Gordon
Leah (Hon OV), Head of Languages here
at King’s 1968-1999, from his teaching
days at School. We were delighted to
welcome him back again recently.

As we made cautious and tiny steps
towards welcoming visitors back to
King’s it was such a delight for us to
introduce John Potter (Cl 55-62) to
our newest team member, Amanda
Sutcliffe, and also to Headmaster, Gareth

On this occasion, Gordon was on hand
as an additional examiner to help the
Modern Languages department carry out
their German oral exams, albeit through a
Perspex screen to ensure Covid guidelines

Doodes. John is seen here with Liz Elliott,
Development Director, on the ground
floor of Hostel House, which is where
the School’'s administration offices and
meeting rooms are now housed. John
is Treasurer of the OV Committee and

were adhered to. It was such a pleasure to
see Gordon back at King’s and the pupils
benefitted greatly from the opportunity to
showcase all their hard work to someone
who is so well experienced in the field.

Here we see Gordon catching up with our
Head of Alumni Relations, Sophie, and
Richard Ball (Hon OV), the current head
of Modern Languages.

We would like to add our thanks to
Gordon for reprising his role in School
and helping current students with their
all-important exams practice.

Before Christmas, we were delighted to
welcome back to King’s Louise Turner
(Br 11-18) who took part in a socially-
distanced interview in College Hall with
Headmaster, Gareth Doodes about his
views on King’s School bursaries.

During the film, Gareth Doodes shares his
passion about why he believes bursaries
are so critical and puts into context the
current need to support bursary pupils
at the School alongside the historical
context in which King’s has operated
since its foundation by Henry VIII in 1541.

(See full interview on page 21).

he talked with us about the donations
made by the Club to the School. We
also discussed the Vigornian magazine
because the Committee is involved with
administering the annual subscription
renewals by OVs.
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We were thrilled to hear OV Cameron
Walker (Os 08-15) interviewed by Helen
Airdrie, Head of Careers. He spoke in a virtual
Assembly to our current Fourth Form pupils
about his career journey in Journalism.

Cameron left King's just over five years
ago. He was involved in drama, music
and was part of the School Choir during
his years at King’s. Cameron was also a
monitor and took part in the memorable
2012 School production of Les Misérables.

Cameron kindly answered a variety of
questions, talking about his personal
experiences during his years at King’s as
well as what he is doing now. At the time,
Cameron was Output Researcher for ITV’s
‘Good Morning Britain’. He is now Producer
for GB News. He told pupils about his
journey to get to this point, initially
inspired by a trip to London when he

An enthusiastic group of King’s students
listened to OV Mark Meyrick (H 69-70,
Cr 71-74) as he talked about the very
relevant subject of Climate Change and
how this affects us all. Mark pointed out
important milestones in protocols and
international summits along the way and
showed how sustainable companies are
becoming more and more popular for
consumers as well as investors. He then
explained the huge range of jobs that

We have been so grateful to OV Chris
Perks (Cr 80-82) who generously
donated his time to speak with our King’s
Worcester Medical Society (Med Soc) run
by Head of Biology Matt Parkin (Hon OV).

Due to the pandemic, Med Soc met
virtually and Chris dialled in to two
meetings: the first to talk about his career
in general and on the second occasion to
discuss medical ethics, specifically the
topic of consent.

Chris has had a wonderfully varied career.
As a GP in Pershore he had a specialist
interest in Ear, Nose, Throat (ENT). For 13
years Chris has been Chief Medical Officer

visited BBC Broadcasting House and then
going on to study Broadcast Journalism at
Nottingham Trent University, after which
he landed a job working for ITV in London.

Pupils were told about a typical day in the
broadcasting industry and the different
work Cameron does, for example: writing
scripts, reacting to breaking news stories,
commissioning graphics and even some

may appeal to the students, which are a
product of climate change, sustainability,
environmental awareness and renewable
energies. Mark is Head of Trading and
Smart Grids at Ecotricity and we are very
grateful to him for sharing the benefit of
his wealth of experience in this critical
area and allowing King'’s students the
opportunity to learn more about such
an interesting subject, about which he is
obviously very passionate.

at the Shelsley Walsh motorsport event
(he very much enjoys that, saying “a
career in medicine can open many doors,
not just in an office”). Chris has also acted
as Trek Doctor on four occasions for the
King’s School Worcester Himalayan Club
expeditions.

Christold us, “Since retiring in 2019 I've been
mentoring younger GPs, as well as helping
to develop a teaching program that focuses
on the business and partnership skills that
sit alongside a GP’s clinical duties.”

A big thank you to Chris for his time sharing
his experiences, helping to inspire and
inform a new generation of eager medics.

on-screen presenter training- which he
hopes to do more of in years to come. The
pupils learnt of the wide variety of skills
required in this industry as well as the
positive and negatives of this career.

Many thanks to Cameron, who gave our
youngest pupils at King’s some excellent
advice and inspiration.

Connect 501 9



On Friday 19" March, the King’s Music
department held their Spring Open Mic
Night.

‘Open Mics’ are a much looked forward to
event at School. In non-covid times and
in good weather they can be held outside
in the beautiful surroundings of the
School Gardens. In the current climate
and due to restrictions and year group
bubbling, this recent event took place
from the individual homes and gardens
of all pupils taking part. What a fantastic
evening it was, with soloists and bands
bringing a wonderful mix of music to our

It was lovely to have our first OV visit in
April from Beth Raybould (née Martyn-
Smith Cl 00-05). Beth takes many of the

living rooms, superbly put together and
managed by the Music Department.

Each act was introduced by a member
of staff. In an extra special twist, one act,
Rosie, was introduced by a very special
guest...none other than OV Chris Tarrant
(Ch 60-64)! Chris introduced Rosie before
she performed a wonderful version of
‘Titanium’ by David Guetta. We were so
thrilled that Chris was a part of the night
and it was a great surprise for all the pupils,
staff, family and friends watching at home.

King’s Foundation official photographs,
from individual students and staff through
to the whole school. Beth was with us to

etV

OVs have been wonderfully supportive
to current pupils during the pandemic,
continuing to share their experiences and
advice, albeit it virtually. In March we were
delighted to welcome OV Phoebe Groves
(Ch 13-15) who kindly spoke to Head of
Careers, Helen Airdrie, as part of a Lower
Sixth assembly. Phoebe spoke on her time
at King’s and about how she was unsure
at School what path she wanted to take
in the future. She therefore decided to
do a degree in Chemistry, a subject she
really enjoyed and that she felt confident
would allow her to pursue a broad variety
of opportunities in the future. Phoebe
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completed an integrated Masters of
Chemistry at the University of Oxford and
whilst thoroughly enjoying her degree, she
knew that she wanted to enter a different
field professionally. Phoebe now works as
a Corporate Finance Associate for PwC
as part of the PwC One Deals Graduate
Programme. Alongside completing her
examinations to become a qualified
accountant, Phoebe works within the
Mergers and Acquisitions team, advising
shareholders on selling their businesses
and advising investors who want to invest
in new businesses.

take the latest rounds of House photos.




April saw us enjoy a fascinating virtual
session offering an insight into Languages
and Careers. We worked with Head of
Careers, Helen Airdrie alongside Head
of King’s Modern Foreign Languages
department Richard Ball (Hon OV) and
his department. Six OVs comprised
a wonderful and varied panel who all
passed on their different experiences
and love of languages. The OVs who
took part were Sam Maitland (Ch 05-
12). Donald Jackson (Cl 80-82), Edward
Wilson (Cr 05-09), Leanne Sheen (W
99-06),_James Gilbert (Cr 90-01) and
Abi Hyde (Br 12-19). Feedback from
the evening was incredibly positive with
pupils feeling “amazed by the different

OV Lt Maddy Brownlow (S 06-13) kindly
took some time out of her working day
to join a Lower Years’ assembly and talk
about her life in the Royal Engineers.

Maddy explained that her interest in
the Armed Forces started with CCF at
School, where she was in the RAF cohort,
following her pilot father’s footsteps.
Despite having planned from a young
age to become a Doctor, circumstances
changed and Maddy then studied
Engineering at University.

It was an absolute pleasure to see
OV Sam Ness (W 12-19) in School.
Sam returned briefly to help out as the
Spanish  Language Assistant for the
Modern Foreign Languages department.
Alongside his day-to-day duties, Sam also
spoke with some Lower Sixth students
about his university experience, what they
can expect, and options available.

Sam was coming to the end of his second
year at King’s College London studying Joint
Honours Degree in French and Spanish,
following an auspicious first year when
he won both the Henry Neville Gladstone

life-changing opportunities that studying
languages at school can offer”, with one
pupil “now more focused and determined
to become a linguist”. Most powerful was

As the RAF doesn’t currently employ Civil
Engineers, that led Maddy to look at a
career in the Army. It takes a year’s worth
of very hard training to become an Army
Officer, learning to be responsible for
other men and women. She was honoured
to pass out of the training with a Queen’s
Commission, which means she is allowed
to command the Queen’s soldiers.

Currently a Lieutenant in the Royal
Engineers, Maddy is a Platoon Commander
with 30 soldiers looking to her for direction,
guidance, advice, support and training.

Maddy explained that she feels very
honoured to lead people. Acknowledging
that it is a challenge and not for the
fainthearted, but that there is a constant
sense of adventure. She and her platoon
train incredibly hard together and
continue to challenge themselves when in

Exhibition (SPLAS) award and the Baroness
Von Schlippenbach Prize, both for excelling
academically and being top of the year.

As with most universities, King’s College
moved to an online experience at the end
of last year, so Sam has been studying
from home.

the feedback saying the “message that
stuck the most was that languages take
you wherever you like and as far as you
wish”.

barracks and on exercise so that they are
more than ready for the ‘real thing'.

Maddy shared some of her incredible
experiences with the Assembly, including
building in Romania working alongside
the Romanian and US armies, which
provided unique challenges with differing
health & safety and design approaches,
not least with the US forces using imperial
measurements. More recently, Maddy’s
platoon was involved in the biggest
deployment since Afghanistan and Iraqg,
going to Liverpool to organise the (then)
new trials for Covid Lateral Flow Testing.

We would like to thank Maddy so much
for her time and sharing her amazing
experiences with the Lower Years
students, who found her assembly very
inspirational.

On being back at School but as a member
of the teaching staff, Sam observed: “It is
really nice being back and seeing so many
people | didn't expect to see and helping
out, but it is so strange wearing a lanyard
that the teachers all have to wear and |
keep thinking I've got it on by mistake!”
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OVs in the News

OV OBEs

We are delighted to report two OVs have
recently been awarded an OBE.

OV Lt Col Rob Poole RAMC (H 93-
98) was awarded an OBE in the delayed
Queen’s Birthday honours for services to
the Army and OV Dr Chris Lewis (CI 86-
95) has been awarded one for services to
International Development

Rob was sponsored by the army through St
George’s Hospital Medical School, London,
qualifying in 2003. Following a year of
house jobs, he became a Regimental
Medical Officer and was deployed to Irag.
In 2009 he completed his GP training and
since then has been a front-line medical
officer. He served with several units and
deployed to Irag, Afghanistan and several
other locations. He also served with the
Welsh Guards whilst on ceremonial duties
in London.

Chris's career to date has been
exceptional. He is currently Deputy
Director, Deputy Chief Scientific Adviser,

Research and Evidence Division for

the  Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO / DFID). Chris
has been at the forefront of public health
solutions across the globe. Most recently,
he has been recognised for his work
leading the science advice to inform the
UK'’s international response to Covid-19,
including evidence-based prioritisation of
responses, and scenario-based strategic
planning approaches.

Huge congratulations to both Rob & Chris.

OV The Rt Hon Sir Julian Flaux appointed
as Chancellor of the High Court

Many congratulations to OV Sir Julian
Flaux (Cl 63-72) who was appointed as
the Chancellor of the High Court, with the
official swearing in ceremony taking place
on 4" February.

The appointment of the Chancellor of the
High Court is made by Her Majesty the
Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister
and the Lord Chancellor following the

MBE for OV Allan

It was with great delight that we learned
that OV Allan Clayton (H 91-99) has been
awarded an MBE in the latest Queen’s
Birthday Honours List for his services to
Opera.

This is hot on the heels of a 5-star review
in The Times for his presentation of Mark-
Anthony Turnage’s Silenced, a 17-minute
reflection on the life and death of the
poisoned Russian dissident Alexander
Litvinenko. As The Times puts it, Just
hours before his MBE was announced,
Allan Clayton was reminding us why he
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recommendation of an independent
selection panel. Chancellor of the High
Court is one of the most senior judges
in England and Wales and holds day-to-
day responsibility for the operation of the
Business & Property Courts in London and
its seven city centres across the country,
in consultation with the President of the
Queen’s Bench Division.

is regarded as the most exciting British
tenor to emerge for decades.’

We are in no doubt how deserving Allan’s
MBE is: a multi-award-winning singer, Allan
is established as one of the most exciting
and sought-after singers of his generation.

We were honoured when Allan agreed to
join our Barnabas Group in 2018, which
celebrates inspirational OVs who have
excelled in their chosen profession. On his
MBE, Allan has commented: “It's a bit weird.
Essentially, | am just doing my job. | am very

OV Amelia Kite in
Cricket History First

The test event for ‘The Hundred  took
place at Lords, the home of cricket. We
are absolutely thrilled to share with you
that OV Amelia Kite (Cr 12-19) was
playing in this event and on Wednesday
29th April she became the first woman to
take a wicket in that format at Lord’s.

For those not in the know, ‘The Hundred’
is a new, professional 100-ball cricket
tournament, involving men’s and women’s
teams from across England and Wales.

A keen sportswoman at King's, Amelia
regularly plays for the Old Vigornian
Cricket Club.

Huge congratulations to Amelia for
a fantastic, historical and memorable
achievement.

lucky in two ways: my
job is fun, and | get
to communicate with
people. | just go out
there and try to spread
music, and it’s nice that
some people think that
it is worth doing.

I may not announce myself as Allan Clayton
MBE, but this award is about making live
music and getting back to what | love.
There are far more deserving people from
the last year, such as people in the NHS.”



An Exciting OV Cookbook
Release & Television Appearance

We were absolutely thrilled to hear that
OV Iska Lupton (S 05-07) has had her
cookery book Grand Dishes published.
Iska and co-author Anastasia Miari have
travelled around the world, from Mexico
to Madrid and Texas to Turkey, meeting
grandmothers in every place who have
welcomed them into their kitchens to
share a love of cooking, a favourite recipe
perfected over a lifetime and a plethora of
life stories and experiences.

Iska and Anastasia conceived the concept
of Grand Dishes having been inspired
by their respectively German and Greek
grandmothers and the food they serve.
Passionately dedicated to keeping these
long loved and much served recipes

OV’s book is Book of the Week on BBC Radio 4

We are always delighted to hear news of
OV authors and what could be a greater
accolade than being BBC 4’'s Book of
the Week? OV Franny Moyle’s (Co 80-
82) book ‘The King’s Painter: The Life and
Times of Hans Holbein’ was serialised on
Radio 4 and read by Sir Simon Russell
Beale.

This is the first illustrated biography of
Hans Holbein, the painter who depicted
some of the most powerful people of the
early sixteenth century. Franny Moyle
traces and analyses the life and work
of this extraordinary artist against the
backdrop of an era of political turbulence
and cultural transformation.

alive, Grand Dishes has touched every
corner of the globe to offer a fun and
diverse collection of dishes and stories.

It was a delight to see OV Iska live on The
Drew Barrymore Show earlier this year with
Drew Barrymore and Jessica Alba cooking
with Iska and co-author Anastasia. Iska
and Anastasia were on hand, along with
Yiayia (Anastasia’s Greek grandmother),
to talk Drew and Jessica through one of
their delicious recipes.

Congratulations Iska.

Franny also appeared in The Telegraph
in an article about how her interest in
Hans Holbein was first sparked on a trip
to the Bavarian city of Augsburg where
she uncovered the earliest known portrait
of Hans Holbein the Younger, painted in
1502 when he was just five years old.

On leaving King’s, Franny studied Art
History at St John's College, Cambridge.
She is the former BBC Commissioner for
Arts and Culture and is now a freelance
executive producer and writer. Her
other books include Constance: The
Tragic and Scandalous Life of Mrs Oscar
Wilde, Desperate Romantics. The Private
Lives of the Pre-Raphaelites, and The

Isotope? Iso-nope to Rhino Poaching

OV Professor James Larkin (S 74-81) can
currently be found in South Africa,
where he is the Director of the Radiation
and Health Physics Unit (Research &
Innovation) for the University of the
Witwatersrand. James, alongside an
international team, used the opportunity
of the Covid Lockdown to launch The
Rhisotope Project: a multi-faceted rhino
anti-poaching programme.

Acknowledging that the biggest threat
facing African rhinos is poaching for the
illegal trade in their horns, the project
aims both to reduce demand for the
horns and defeat the poachers, who are
using increasingly sophisticated methods
of tracking the rhinos.

A co-founder of the project, James
explains in more detail: “Here at my

university, which is more generally
known as Wits University (people battle
with  the Afrikaans pronunciation)
and in cooperation with a number of
international partners, we have recently
launched The Rhisotope Project.

“We are currently in the early stages of
research, but the aim is to incorporate
small quantities of radioactive material
into the horns of these animals with the
aim of devaluing the horn by reducing its
desirability. In addition, by the inclusion of
radioactive material, it makes any horns
that are taken, that much more easily
detectable as this contraband is moved
across international borders.

“Those A levels in Physics, Chemistry and
Biology certainly helped!” James added.

Extraordinary Life and Momentous Times
of J. M. W. Turner.

You can listen to The King’s Painter
serialised on BBC iPlayer.
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Sam Perry-Evans (née Perry) (Br 00-
07) married Tom Evans, a surgeon from
Cardiff, on 27" August at Hampton in
Arden Church. Due to Covid restrictions it
was a small ceremony and the couple plan
to enjoy their postponed large celebration
and reception on their 1 year anniversary.

On the 2Ist September 2019 Kerry
Doyle (née Foster) (Ch 11-13) married
Simeon Doyle at Hallow Church. The
ceremony followed a marquee reception
at Upton upon Severn complete with
many sunflowers and bunting, yummy
food, a ceilidh, and fireworks. OV Fran
Szymanska (Cr 06-13) was a bridesmaid
and OVs Hilary Brown (Cr 06-13)
and Sophie Jacob (S 06-13), Kerry’s
“beautiful Kings friends, who | absolutely
treasure!!” were there to enjoy the special
day too.
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OVs Cat Cranton (Cr 01-07) and sister
Beth Senior (03-10) were bridesmaids,
and brother in law Joe Senior (S 03-
10) was also at the ceremony. Sam looks
forward to celebrating with many more
OV friends at the postponed reception.
Sam’s husband, Tom, attended Christ

College Brecon and remembers playing
rugby and cricket against King’s. This
gorgeous photograph was captured by
another of Sam’s bridesmaids, Rebecca
Fulton, who was recently photographer
at Boris Johnson’s wedding!




King's Today

King’s, in conjunction with Worcester
Cathedral, was thrilled to announce
a significant change to the chorister
programme, presenting equal
opportunities to boy and girl choristers.
In an historic first, the change will see
boys and girls taking an equal share in
choristership, and see girls have access to
choral scholarships at King’s Worcester.

Our testing team converted our 900
year old College Hall into a testing centre
with 12 bays intended to test our staff
members and pupils.

We gave a massive thank you to all our
fantastic staff and parent volunteers who
helped in our school Covid Testing Centre
from January to March. Testing enabled
staff members to work since January with
confidence and allowed pupils to return
safely and securely.

Lower Years STEM club has been one
of the most popular lunchtime clubs at
King’s this year. Lower & Upper Fourth
pupils have been filling the Physics block
every Tuesday lunchtime eager to learn
& explore. A recent project focussed
on answering the following: “Could you
Survive on a Desert Island?” This involved
writing messages in invisible ink and
making recycled paper with which pupils
would be able to write on and send a
message in a bottle should they find
ourselves washed up, helpless, on distant
shores. Rotisserie style cookery? The
group designed water-powered mills on
which they could cook food to perfection
and could also double up as a fan to cool
them down in exotic temperatures. They
also made ropes from washed up plastic
they might expect to find on the shores,
idea for fishing and climbing ropes.

King’s athletes have been delighted to get
back to competitions after a year away
due to the pandemic and also a delayed
start with the poor weather. The Saturday
fixture saw our athletes go to Rugby
where our Senior boys finished third in
a hotly contested race. At Bromsgrove
School our Junior Girls finished first out of
seven schools competing, an outstanding
achievement.

Following an extensive application and
interview process, Mr Doodes was delighted
to appoint the new School Monitors for the
2021 - 2022 academic year.

o

| A

School Monitor is a prestigious role here
at King’s and one in which students can
really show their most positive attributes.

In May, our Lower Sixth Geographers had
a busy two days of fieldwork. The human
and physical sections were split across
two separate days. It was fantastic to see
pupils able to carry out fieldwork tasks
again and apply the theory they have
learned in lessons out into the real world.

On the first day the focus was on human
geography. The students were tasked with
investigating place making in Worcester,
visiting Diglis and the High Street areas.

The following day saw a focus on physical
geography. The geographers travelled to
the Lickey Hills to investigate infiltration
and carbon storage.
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Archives

A History of the Old Chapel

Camping at the Old Chapel has long been
a school highlight for many OVs. Situated
near Crickhowell in the Black Mountains,
the Old Chapel has been used as The
King’s School’s base for outdoor activities
since the mid-1960s.

No definite date is known however it
seems likely that the basic structure dates
from the late fifteenth- or early sixteenth
century. Grwynefechan Chapel, 1906

Built as a Chapel-of-ease to Talgarth,
the worship here would have followed
the pattern of the Established Church
until about 1700 when the Chapel
was abandoned. In 1752 Howell Harris
established a colony of Methodists over
the mountain at Trefeca. It brought
new life to the Chapel, with regular
services being held for 25 years. After
the departure of the Trefeca preachers
the Chapel was abandoned and used as
a shelter for sheep and cattle. In 1845
services were revived in the Chapel, this
time by Calvinist Methodists. In 1880
Lord Glanusk re-roofed the building
and furnished it with pews. The Chapel
flourished for about 80 years with a large
congregation but gradual depopulation
led, in 1955, to its eventual closure as a
place of worship.

In 1964 The King’s School obtained the
lease of the Chapel from the Glanusk
Estate for use as an Outdoor Centre. In
a memoir written in 2002, David Annett
(KSW HM 1959-1979) described King’s
acquisition of the building:

In 1963 | had for some time thought that
it would be a good thing if the school
could acquire a base in remote and
unspoilt country where boys - particularly
those from urban and suburban
backgrounds - could spend even a short
time experiencing the natural world,
unadulterated by the material comfort
and sophistication which we are apt to
describe as civilisation. | enlisted the held
of my colleague Dan McTurk [KSW Staff
1946-1965]... The requirements were that
it should be in remote and preferably hilly
country, and yet within reasonable driving
distance - say 60 miles - from Worcester.
This obviously pointed to the Welsh
border country, and Dan and | scoured the
Marches from Ross to Rhayader without
finding anything suitable.

16 | Connect 50

.. One Saturday my visitors included a
doctor from Birmingham with his young
family. He happened to mention that they
were on their way to spend the weekend
at their cottage near Llanbedr in the Black
Mountains. | told him of our search, and
he said that they would enjoy searching
their valley - the Grwyne Fechan - to
see If there was anything suitable there
... In the whole valley there was only one
unoccupied building, and that was a
former chapel, which had not been sold.
Without delay | contacted the Glanusk
Estate Office and explained what | was
looking for. The Agent told me that there
was no question of Lady Glanusk selling
the chapel and the land surrounding it,
for she wanted for sentimental reasons to
keep a foot-hold in the valley, but that she
might consider a lease.

LAt the earliest opportunity Dan and |
collected the key from the Estate Office
near Crickhowell, and with considerable
excitement went in search of the Chapel.
All we could see of it from the lower lane
was the ridge of the rood, for the whole
intervening ground was overgrown with
gigantic bracken about 8 feet high. We
forced our way through it, unlocked the
door, and an astonishing sight met our
eyes. After the last service in the Chapel
in 1955 the congregation must have
walked out leaving everything in its place,
and never returned. The furniture was
complete, including the harmonium, and
even the prayer-books on the minister’s
stall were still on their red velvet cushions.
We felt that we were quilty intruders.
(Later we took some of the pews back to
the school and put them on the steps of
the cricket pavilion.) ... From the moment
we saw it Dan and | realised that this was
the place we had been looking for, and to
our great delight Lady Glanusk agreed
to let us have it on a 25-year lease at a
modest rent.
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Mr. Annett’s idea was to keep everything
as simple as possible: water (certified
drinkable) was collected from a spring on
the other side of the lane; light came from
Tilley and Hurrican lamps; and heat from
oil stoves. Cooking was done on Calor
gas and an early Rayburn discarded by
Llangattock Rectory; and the plumbing
consisted of a chemical closet in a lean-
to shed. The nearest telephone was in a
public box on the upper lane.

In the early days there was much work
to be done, even to achieve these simple
standards. Most of this was done by
King’s staff. Much was done by King’s
Physics Laboratory Technician, Trevor
Bailey (KSW Staff 1964-1994). He came
to love the place; he and his wife Judy
spent as much time there as they could
with their four sons. Each visit, Trevor
built or improved something: their family
were enthusiastic “Chapel-goers”, and
poured abundant love and labour into the
place. Paul Cattermole (KSW Staff 1964-
1974) was another great supporter and
organised a group of boys to bring the
long-silent bells of Llanbedr church back
into ringing condition. Mr. Cattermole
would also on occasion bring a small
choir from St. Alban’s to sing in Llanbedr
church.

King’'s made some changes to the
building: in 1967 the stable was converted
into a kitchen, and a loft was erected
above it to provide sleeping quarters for
the staff. The King’s School purchased the
Old Chapel and its grounds in 1983 and
thereafter made a number of sympathetic
improvements to the facilities including a
new kitchen, and a rear extension with
WCs, adding a basic level of hygiene,
safety and comfort to trips without
detracting from the charm and character
of the “Old Chapel” experience.

Camping at the Old Chapel, 1969 %é
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Features on Teachers

S.D. Strong
Geography Teacher, Housemaster of Castle House, Rowing Coach, OTC
Instructor, School Choir, OV Club Secretary, 1920-1958.

Samuel Digby Strong
was a member of The
King’s School for over
50 years. He first arrived
in 1906, aged nine, as
a pupil in Form | and a
boarder in Castle House.
As a pupil he was an active member
of the school community serving as a
School Monitor, a crew member of the
Boat Club’s 1 IV and Secretary of Boats,
and a Band-Sergeant of the OTC.

S.D. Strong left King’s in July 1914 with a
Choral Scholarship at St. John’s College,
Cambridge, to read Theology. But his
university career was interrupted by the
outbreak of the First World War: towards

27
o | Boat Club IV, 19
King's Sccé’;c% S.D. Strong

the end of his first year as an undergraduate
Strong enlisted and served with the Royal
Field Artillery. Upon being demobilised
he returned to Cambridge to continue his
university career, switching from Theology
to Political Economy. Like many others who
returned after military service Sam Strong
took a War Degree and thus obtained his
BA after completing only a total of two
years’ academic study, in 1919.

In 1920 Mr. Strong returned to King’s as
a member of staff to take up the post
of House Tutor to School House, and
Geography master. Aside from his teaching
responsibilities he immediately took up the
mantle of the school’s 1st IV Rowing Coach,
a position he held for 30 years.

King's School Boat Club IV, 1946
Coach S.D. Strong

e o
Castle House, 1914
w , Housemaster TE. Rammell; Sam Strong seated far left

“Preposterous Pedagogical Parodies”,
the 1948 school Christmas entertainment
performed by the Masters, featured a
ballad for Mr. Strong sung to the tune of
Daisy, Daisy:

Sam Strong, Sam Strong, don’t take to life
ashore,

We’d be hamstrung if rowing you coached
no more.

It may be unfair to use you

We can't afford to lose you,

For you look sweet on the sliding seat

Of a rowing-boat made for four.

“Preposterous
Pedagogical
Parodies”, ¢.1948
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Gerald Lindner (S 1943-1946)

Capsizes, particularly in single sculls,
were frequent. ... Another hazard was
the frequent passing of loaded petrol
barges going upstream to Stourport
where there was a large storage
depot. These vessels, about 25 long |
guess, were fully loaded with very little
freeboard. Their wash was close on
two feet high, so even our fours (then
clinker with no canvas covering etc
whatsoever) succumbed. | remember
one incident when Sam Strong was
coxing us, wearing his normal clothes,
blazer and flannels, and our boat was
flooded! He was furious, the more so
as the barges were reputedly supposed
to slow down, but rarely did so. As all
our boats were wooden then, there was
no danger of them sinking completely.

1921 saw Mr. Strong’s appointment as
Secretary of the Old Vigornians’ Club; he
served in this position until 1954. Among
other things he instituted the OV Summer
Reunion. During the Second World War
Mr. Strong compiled the lists of serving
OVs; and he was Honorary Treasurer for
the school’s Fourth Centenary and War
Memorial Fund.

Also in 1921 S.D. Strong was appointed to
serve with the school’s contingent of the
Officers’ Training Corps; he commanded
them for twelve years. Following his
successor, Mr. Burnett, being called up
for military service in 1940, Mr. Strong
once again resumed command of the
JTC from 1940 to 1945. Mr. Strong also
lent his rich Baritone voice to the School
Choir, and was was a regular soloist in
school concerts. During the 1930s he
greatly assisted with the school’s Junior
Rugger: its members thanked Mr. Strong
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The King’s School Staff, 1958
S.D. Strong is seated on the front row, fifth from right (next to Headmaster R.D. Kittermaster)

and Mr. Bentley for their “untiring efforts”
in coaching the third team and noted that,
“Their valuable instruction has changed
our game from an unorganised rabble
into skilful rugger.”

In 1929 Mr. Strong was appointed
Housemaster of Castle House, taking
over from Mr. Rammell, his own former
Housemaster. Mr. Strong held the post
until his marriage to Betty Kirkham in
1933. At the 1933 Speech Day, recorded
in the July issue of The Vigornian, the
Headmaster noted that,

He (Mr. Creighton) well remembered
what a revolution it seemed to him
when, four years ago, Mr. Rammell gave
up Castle House. That was the first
change that had ever occurred in the
boarding houses of the School. But it
showed how rapidly the School adapted
itself to new experience and how truly
Mr. Rammell had laid the foundation of
Castle House, that Mr. Strong was able
to take it over from him and had now
been able to hand it over to Mr. Bentley
without any break in the tradition.

Mr. Strong remained on the staff until he
retired in 1958. Mr. Strong’s retirement
tribute in the Autumn 1958 issue of The
Vigornian finished,

Many were surprised when his retirement
was announced, for he always retained his
youthful looks and lively humour. All were
sorry to see him go. Nevertheless, we wish
both him and Mrs. Strong happiness and
prosperity in the future and hope that they
may enjoy these for a long time to come.

Mr. Strong enjoyed a long and happy
retirement before dying peacefully at home
in Bournemouth in January 1988. He was 91.

Our next Teacher Feature will be: Mr
H A Natan [KSW Staff 1944-1967]. If
you have any memories of Mr Natan
that you would like to share, please do
contact archives@ksw.org.uk
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New Accessions

It has been wonderful to receive a small
number of new accessions for the School
Archive, all sent in by post during May
2021.

Caroline Roslington (Hon OV) deposited
a range of material including a number
of newspaper cuttings from the 1990s,
a leaflet on Caerwylan Hotel, Criccieth
(home to School House during King’s
wartime relocation, 1939-1940), and
a selection of items about Worcester
Cathedral written by Michael Craze (H
1919-1925). Thank you, Mrs. Roslington!

George Griffith (S 1965-1970) sent in a
collection of School House photographs,
1965-1970, the Cricket 1t X| photograph
of 1970, and his KSW reports. Thank you
very much!

An interesting item was received from
a Mr. Norman McKenzie, who found it
among the possessions of his father-in-
law. This is a very small (1" x ") medal,
or medallion, bearing the school insignia
on one side and the inscription “D.V.
Laurie 1892” on the other. This seems to
be the Champion Gold Medal awarded to
Douglas Vernon Laurie (KSW 1890-1892)
for the school’s Athletic Sports in 1892.

As ever, the School Archives is very
grateful for such donations of original
material from Old Vigornians.  Please
keep them coming in!



Where are they now?

We love to hear news from around the world and each week we publish an ‘OV of the Week’,
to help showcase the diversity of OV activity, to inspire and motivate current pupils and
members of the King'’s family. If you would like to be our OV of the week please contact us

on alumni@ksw.org.uk
Eric Mair o577

Eric came to King’s
School in Sept 1975
when his family moved
from Wick, Caithness,
feeling like ‘a fish out of
water’ as King’s was his
fourth school at that
stage in life. He was,
nevertheless, welcomed by his classmates.

Shortly after starting at King’s, his mother
died and Eric remembers and appreciates
being well supported by his classmates
and teachers through his two years at
King’s. His academic abilities were varied,
as recently unearthed school reports
and work books from his attic show.
Interestingly, Eric did well in English,
Latin, History, and Art and poorly in
sciences, which was ironic as seen later in
his school life and career!

The family moved in 1977 to Crieff,
Perthshire, where he settled into school
at Morrison’s Academy and completed
school education there in 1982.

When he finally ‘got it’, sciences became
a strong subject and he eventually
completed the necessary exams and
went to Edinburgh University to study
Medicine in 1982.

In 1985, during his Medical studies, Eric
joined the Royal Air Force as a Medical
Cadet. After completing his medical
degree in 1987, he worked as a RAF
Medical Officer at various civilian and
military locations around the UK and
Europe as well as active service as an
RAF Medical Officer during Gulf War 1
in 1991. During his time in the RAF Eric
trained as a General Practitioner and
after his military commission, returned
to Edinburgh where he has been a GP
partner since 1995.

Eric has medical interests in minor
surgery and also teaching and training
undergraduate medical students and
postgraduate doctors and has been a GP
trainer since 1999.

Stella Din-Jacob «oss-ss).

Although Stella was
only at King's for
a short while, she
formed some lifelong
friendships with
some of her King’s
contemporaries. Stella
was a very popular,
gregarious student who joined King’s from
her home of Nigeria, where she returned to
in 1993 when she qualified as a lawyer at
the Nigerian Law School, following a three-
year Law degree course at University of
Kent. Not only is Stella a qualified lawyer,
she is also one of the most accomplished
broadcast media professionals in Nigeria.

Stella has over 20 years of senior broadcast
news experience, including roles as National
Head of Newsand Current Affairsat Silverbird
Television and two years of consulting with
the Nigerian Police Force. More recently,
and in her current role, Stella is Director
of News at TVC Communications. TVC
television consistently ranks as the number
two television channel in Lagos with over 4
million viewers per day.

Sophie Edgar-Andrews

(503-08)

Whilst at King’s it
is true to say that
Sophie embraced
every moment of her
time here, being Head
of School House and
taking part in the
Himalayan Club, the
Duke of Edinburgh
and Young Enterprise Schemes: her YE
company qualified to represent England
in the European Trade Fair. She also
spent time working with our archivist in
the School Archives. Her A levels were
Biology, Chemistry and English Literature.

After School, Sophie spent her gap year
working for Natural England and then
went on to study Molecular Cell Biology
at the University of York where she
achieved a First Class honours degree with
distinction. While studying, she undertook
an internship at the University of Tokyo
and decided to pursue a career in research.
After graduating, Sophie completed a

DPhil (PhD) at the University of Oxford in
Infection, Immunology and Translational
Medicine. During her time at Oxford, Sophie
researched viral immunology, primarily
focussing on immune evasion in HIV-1 and
HIV-2 infection. She also spent time as a
Visiting Research Fellow both in China (at
Capital Medical University in Beijing) and
again in Japan (at Hokkaido University).

Sophie’s love of medical research and
analysis led her to work as a Consultant
to the World Health Organisation, where
she was part of the Health Emergencies
Preparedness and Response team,
supporting the management and analysis
of data in the context of the COVID-19
pandemic. She is now the Deputy Head
of Regional Analysis and Assessment at
the Joint Biosecurity Centre, supporting
the UK Government’s COVID-19 response.
Sophie leads a team of analysts who
assess COVID-19 in the UK at a sub-
national level, as part of the newly formed
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA).

Thomas Blunt «ss-95)

Whilst at King’s Tom
was involved  with
Music at all levels:
he was a chorister in
Worcester Cathedral,
a Music Scholar and a
King’s Scholar; he also
studied cello, organ,
composition, and singing. On leaving
King’s Tom spent a year as Organ Scholar
at Salisbury Cathedral before taking up
an Organ Scholarship at Trinity College
Cambridge. He then studied conducting
and singing at the Royal College of Music,
and was the first ever British participant
of the prestigious Allianz International
Conductors’ Academy, where he worked
with  the London Philharmonic and
Philharmonia Orchestras. He has gone on to
develop an international career and enjoys
conducting a wide-ranging repertoire,
from Bach to contemporary music.

[

Tom has a close relationship with
Glyndebourne, where he began his career
as Chorus Master and worked closely with
Music Director Vladimir Jurowski, resulting
in his appointment as Assistant Conductor
with the London Philharmonic Orchestra.
He has also held the position of First
Kapellmeister at Konzert Theater Bern.

With the difficulties of live performances
over the past year, Tom has had a number
of important international engagements
in Germany, New Zealand and Brazil
with orchestras, choirs and opera houses
cancelled or postponed, but is looking
forward to a resurgence of live music later
this year and into 2022.
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Foundation Development
& Alumni Relations

In the Development & Alumni Relations office at King’s, we love to keep OVs in touch
with both the School and each other. 2020-2021 has seen some extraordinarily unusual
times and we look forward to holding events and meeting OVs sometime soon.

We are always delighted to hear from OVs and please do stay in touch.
Email : alumni@ksw.org.uk Phone: 01905 721737

Liz Elliott née North (Co 82-84)
Foundation Development Director

Liz oversees the
Development & Alumni
Relations Office and
as an OV herself is
incredibly well placed
to do so. Liz especially
focuses her attention
on our Open the Door to King’s bursary
appeal and she is passionate about the
impact of life-changing bursaries.
Contact: eelliott@ksw.org.uk

Amanda Sutcliffe

Development Assistant

Amanda enables the
smooth and efficient
running of the
Development Office;
managing the OV
social media pages and
weekly news, taking

payments, and event bookings. Amanda
is always very pleased to hear OV news.
Contact: ASutcliffe@ksw.org.uk

Sophie Borrillo-McLellan

Head of Alumni Relations

- At King’s Sophie is
L responsible for fostering

and strengthening

relationships with OVs

and wider members of

the school community.

Sophie loves to plan

OV reunions and events and she is very

happy to hear from anyone who would

like to arrange something.

Contact: sborrillo-mclellan@ksw.org.uk

Cath Williams

Database Assistant

Cath looks after the
Development and
Alumni Relations Office
database making
sure records are kept
updated. Cath has been
at King’s since 2012 and
also works in the School Office part-time.
Contact: cwilliams@ksw.org.uk

Please note our Privacy Notice can be found at:
www.ksw.org.uk/alumni/about/alumni-development-privacy-notice/
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Development News
Update

by Liz Elliott, Development Director

| want to take this opportunity to
share with you a recent interview
of the Headmaster, Gareth Doodes,
by one of King’s former bursary
students, Louise Turner. Louise left
King’s in 2018 and is in her final year
at Worcester University, studying
Clinical Psychology. During her time
at King's, Louise threw herself into
school life and it was during the
beautifully written and performed
play, 1541 (written by King’s own Head
of Drama, Shara Parry) that | first
met Louise. She is a vivacious and
engaging young lady who embodies
the enthusiasm and commitment
to King’s life that we recognise
amongst so many of our pupils.
Louise was delighted to be asked to
come back to King’s and interview
our new Headmaster, which she
conducted just before Christmas last
year, in the impressive and nostalgic
surroundings of College Hall.

In Louise’s own words, she believes
that a bursary to King’s “levels the
playing field for everyone. If you're
involved and actively engaged in your
education, and you want the best for
yourself and you're willing to work for
that, the Bursary Programme gives
you the chance to work for a better
future.”

Louise opened the interview by
saying how Drama and Music had
played a large part in her time at
King’s, influencing her own character
and personal development. Gareth
asked Louise about her future




ambitions and Louise talked about her
desire to become a Chartered Clinical
Psychologist in the area of Adolescent
Mental Health.

LT: Headmaster, why do you think that
bursaries are so important?

GED: Bursaries are fundamental to the
future of King’s, but it's not about the
money, it’'s about the people and, in many
ways, the reasons why bursaries are so
important is because of people like you.
Those people who come from a variety of
different backgrounds have extraordinary
opportunities when coming to a school
like King’s and it can project them to any
career ambition they may have. So, it’s
really important because it gives children
a chance to have opportunities which
they would not have had elsewhere.

LT: Has King’s always provided
educational opportunities to children
from different backgrounds?

GED: King's was re-founded in 1541 by
Henry VIII for 40 poor scholars and it
followed that philosophy until the 19th
century when the School changed, as
happened with independent schools’
revolution at that time. From the 1940s
the School provided up to a third of
its pupils with financial assistance via
the Direct Grant and subsequently, the
Assisted Places schemes. That assistance
continued until the late 1990s. Now
the School provides bursary support
from its own income, as well as fully
funded bursaries through the generosity
of benefactors, for which we are
extraordinarily grateful.

LT: What do you think are the long-term
benefits of a fully funded bursary place
at King’s?

GED: There are so many different benefits.
My belief is that pupils need to leave King’s
being confident, but not arrogant, and the
elite, but not elitist, and | think a bursary
allows pupils - who otherwise wouldn’t
have the opportunity - to have all sorts
of different experiences at school. Yes, it’s
about academic work, and making sure
that pupils are working really well in the
classroom is the bread and butter of what
our School is about, but it’s also about the
opportunities that you can have outside
the classroom, like you discovering your
own passions for music and drama, or
finding that you have a great desire to be
involved in rowing or high-level sports.

All of these things are about developing
character and developing confidence.
've said to the pupils on numerous
occasions in my assembly since | started
in September 2020, that the academic
education that King's provides will be
able to stand them in good stead when
they apply for an interview but the ‘stuff’
that goes on outside the classroom -
the character-building extra-curricular
initiatives which we have at the School -
will give them the strength of character
which will enable them to get the job.
And these are the things that | think really
benefit bursary pupils.

LT: What are the ultimate goals of
the ‘Open the Door to King’s’ Bursary
Appeal? What is Open the Door all
about?

GED: We want to open the door to as many
people as we possibly can. Ultimately, in
2041, King’'s will be celebrating its 500th
year of its foundation and my predecessors,
Tim Keyes and Matthew Armstrong, were
dedicated to finding a way in which we
could get back to that original philosophy
that Henry VIII had, which was providing

40 fully-funded places.

I’'m speaking to you in December 2020,
in the middle of the pandemic and we’ve
just heard recently that there will be a
vaccine and a new dawn arriving soon,
but we're hoping that, by our 500th
anniversary, there will be more than the
13 full-funded places we've got at the
moment and we’ll be getting towards the
40, for whom we can provide bursarial
support and opportunity.

LT: How can anyone get involved in
bursaries at King’s?

GED: Anyone can get involved in bursaries
and we welcome all forms of donations,
whether large or small. There are three
key ways in which people can give.

Firstly, we are very grateful to those who
give legacies. Some people feel that they
are not able to give during their lifetime
but they have subsequently given a large
amount of money to support bursary
places in their wills, and we are very keen
to find ways in which we can encourage
people to do this.

Another way to give is via major donations
and a number of people feel very strongly
that they would like to give a major
donation in their lifetime and watching
how children develop as a result of their
investment and their donations.

And the final way to give is via Standing
Orders and a lot of people give a relatively
modest amount of money which, over
many years, builds up to large amounts.
You may not notice it coming out of your
bank account: £40, £50 a month but
actually that leads to a lot of financial
support for the School.

All those methods of giving are really
important in building up bursarial funds
and | would encourage any OV or any
friend of the School, to get in touch with
the Foundation Development & Alumni
Relations Office. Come and have a chat
with them or me, and have a look around
the School and find out all the exciting
things that we are doing.

We are very grateful for any form of
donation in any way, shape or form.

You can watch and listen to this interview

here: www.ksw.org.uk/alumni/support-
kings/headmaster-on-kings-bursaries/
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An impromptu leavers day photograph before lockdown March 2020
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Her Magisty The Queen & The Duke of Edinburgh visit
Worcester & attend The Royal Maundy service at Worcester
Cathedral. Photo by the late Tom Bader (Hon OV)
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Upcoming kvents

New OV BBQ
Thursday 2™ September 2021
The King’s School Worcester, 4-6pm

We welcome back the years of 2019, 2020
& 2021 for a BBQ in the School Gardens.

Contact alumni@ksw.org.uk for more
information.

5 Year Reunion
Saturday 11" September 2021
The King’s School Worcester, 5.30-7.30pm

We look forward to welcoming back the
years of 2015 & 2016 to mark five years
since leaving King’s.

Contact alumni@ksw.org.uk for more
information.

OV Annual Reunion Weekend
Saturday 18" September 2021
The King’s School Worcester

Bubbly brunch, tours of School, the OV
Club AGM and the annual black-tie dinner
in College Hall. Further details enclosed
with booking form or contact alumni@
ksw.org.uk for more information.

School House Lunch
Monday 4" October 2021
Oxford & Cambridge Lunch

For School House OVs in their 70’s and
80’s. Contact alumni@ksw.org.uk for
more information.

10 Year Reunion
Saturday 9" October 2021
The King’s School Worcester, 5.30-7.30pm

We look forward to welcoming back the
years of 2010 & 2011 to mark ten years
since leaving King’s.

Contact alumni@ksw.org.uk for more
information.

All our events may be subject to change
given Covid guidelines at the time.

OV Professions Groups
Thursday 14t October 2021
London, 6-8pm

On this occasion we hope to see our
four OV Professions Groups (Property,
Law, Marketing, Audit & Consultancy)
together. A relaxed opportunity to meet
with OVs working in the same profession.

Contact alumni@ksw.org.uk for more
information.

London Drinks
Friday 10" December 2021
The Bankside Gallery, London

We look forward to meeting OVs at the
Bankside Gallery for pre-Christmas drinks.

Contact alumni@ksw.org.uk for more
information.

or visit www.ksw.org.uk/alumni/events

Please do check out our website and follow us online:

www.ksw.org.uk/alumni

ﬁ @OldVigornian

ksw.org.uk/alumni

w @0Old_Vigornians
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